
APPLICATION FOR A SOLIDARITY CHARTER FROM THE 

AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR AND 
CONGRESS OF INDUSTRIAL ORGANIZATIONS 

 
The undersigned labor organization hereby applies for a Solidarity Charter from the American Federation 
of Labor and Congress of Industrial Organizations in order to unite with the federation at the state 
and local level and build unity and strength on behalf of working people. 
 
Name of local union: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ___________________________________________________ State: ______________ ZIP code: ___________________ 

Telephone number: ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Fax number: ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

E-mail address for local union or principal officer: ___________________________________________________________ 

Please list the name(s) of the state, area and/or local central bodies with which the applicant union is seeking 

to affiliate: 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The applicant union seeks a Solidarity Charter in order to affiliate with the above-listed organizations and 
agrees to abide by the terms and conditions of the Solidarity Charter program (reprinted at the end of this 
application form). 
 
Signature: _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Print Name: ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Title: __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Date: __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

THE APPLICANT UNION SHOULD SUBMIT THE COMPLETED FORM TO THE STATE, AREA and / OR 
LOCAL CENTRAL BODY(IES) with WHICH THE LOCAL UNION IS SEEKING TO AFFILIATe. 

TO BE FILLED IN BY STATE, AREA AND LOCAL CENTRAL BODIES 
Approvals: 

State federation (name): __________________________________________________________________________ 

____ Approval granted: ____ Approval denied (please explain) 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Name and title of person giving/denying approval: _____________________________________________________ 

Area or local labor council (name): ______________________________________________________________ 

____ Approval granted: ____ Approval denied (please explain) 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Name and title of person giving/denying approval: _____________________________________________________ 



 

STATE, AREA OR LOCAL LABOR BODIES: FORWARD THE COMPLETED APPLICATION TO THE 
NATIONAL AFL-CIO FOR APPROVAL AND ISSUANCE OF SOLIDARITY CHARTER 
Return form to AFL-CIO, Attn: Solidarity Charters, 815 16th St., N.W., Washington, D.C. 20006 
or fax to 202-637-5012. 

 
TO BE FILLED IN BY NATIONAL AFL-CIO 
 
Application received (date): ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Application approved: 

Name: _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Title: __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Date: __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Solidarity Charter issued (date): ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
  



AFL-CIO Solidarity Charter Program 
 
Local unions chartered by one of the following national unions -- IBT, SEIU, UFW, and UBC -- may be admitted or readmitted 
to AFL-CIO state, area and local labor bodies, and local councils of trade or industrial departments (hereafter described as 
“central labor bodies”), by applying for and being granted a Solidarity 
Charter as a special affiliate of one or more central labor bodies. 
 
1. Solidarity Charters will be issued by the national AFL-CIO, upon the request of the local union and central labor body 

involved, after review and approval by the national AFL-CIO. 
 

2. Solidarity Charters shall be in effect for such duration and under such terms and conditions as established by the AFL-CIO 
Executive Council. . 
 

3. Solidarity Charters may be revoked by the national AFL-CIO if the local union fails to fulfill its obligations and 
responsibilities. 

 
4. Local unions granted Solidarity Charters are required to make per capita tax payments on their membership to the central 

labor body(ies) at the regular rate applicable to affiliated local unions. Local unions must pay per capita tax at a percentage of 
membership level that is at least equal to that on which they were paying when their national union disaffiliated. 

 
5. The parent unions of Solidarity Charter local unions will contribute financially at the national level by remitting a Solidarity 

Fee, to be placed in the AFL-CIO’s Solidarity Fund, in an amount and via a mechanism to be determined by the national 
AFL-CIO and the parent unions, in order to help support the work of central labor bodies and defray the national AFL-CIO’s 
administrative costs of supporting these organizations. 

 
6. Local unions granted Solidarity Charters will: 
 

a. Participate fully in the federation’s member mobilization and political programs, including granting access to 
membership lists via a mechanism mutually agreed upon by the AFL-CIO and Change to Win, and be bound by 
whatever actions or decisions of the federation that are binding on all affiliated local unions; 

 
b.  Agree not to raid or support raiding of any other local union participating in the state or local central body; 

 
c. Support the regular struggles of unions in their jurisdiction, including organizing campaigns, strikes, boycotts and other 

activities; 
 

d.  Recognize that local unions of national unions not affiliated with the national AFL-CIO may not participate in any 
governing body or convention of the national AFL-CIO. 

 
7. Upon request of a trade or industrial department of the AFL-CIO, the AFL-CIO may also issue Solidarity Charters to local 

unions wishing to re-affiliate with a local council of that trade or industrial department, pursuant to these or appropriately 
adapted rules and principles, with the Solidarity Fee remitted directly to the applicable trade or industrial department. 

 
8. The president of the AFL-CIO is authorized to take such actions and adopt such interim rules as he deems necessary to 

implement this program, and shall report to the Executive Council on these actions. 


